Appendix 2
Sevenoaks District Housing Register Allocations Scheme
Bandings
Band A
Applicants in Band A have the highest priority for social housing. However, other
housing options may still need to be considered so that Applicants can move more
quickly and the Housing Advice Team will discuss this with you.
This band includes the following:


Those with an urgent need to move as their current accommodation is
unsuitable for their medical or disability needs and due to this they are
unable to be discharged home from hospital or other clinical or respite
facilities (e.g. “bed blocking”);



Where an applicant has a terminal illness and the current accommodation is
unsuitable for their medical needs and end-of-life care or cannot be suitably
adapted (such suitability/capability is as assessed by KCC Occupational
Therapy and/or the District Council’s Private Sector Housing team);
Where an applicant or a member of their household has an urgent medical
condition or there is an emergency medical situation, and the current home
is not suitable for their medical needs or is not capable of being adapted to
be able to meet these needs (such suitability/capability is as assessed by
KCC Occupational Therapy and/or the District Council’s Private Sector
Housing team);
Transfer applicants currently living in a designated wheelchair accessible
home or a home with significant and useable adaptations (as assessed by the
landlord housing association/Provider) but those adaptations are not
required by any member of the household;
Transfer applicants who need to move because their home is scheduled for
redevelopment;
Applicants who have been assessed by the Housing Register Panel as needing
a move under the National Witness Mobility Programme (NWMP) or other
similar vulnerable person protection scheme;
Where the Private Sector Housing Team have assessed there are one or more
Category 1 hazards (as assessed under the Housing Health and Safety Rating
Scheme) or other severe property conditions that impose an imminent risk
of harm to the occupants and remedial action is considered unreasonable or
impractical for cost or other reasons;
Applicants who have been assessed by the Housing Register Panel as needing
a move due to an immediate, urgent or exceptional need;
Where there is a rehousing obligation because a demolition, prohibition or
compulsory purchase order has been served in respect of the applicant’s
current accommodation;
Transfer applicants who are looking to downsize and move to a home with
at least one bedroom fewer than in their current home;
























Applicants who have been assessed as requiring 3 more bedrooms to meet
the needs of their household and are classed as statutory overcrowded;
Serving members of the Armed Forces who need to move because of a
serious injury, medical condition or disability sustained as a result of their
service;
The bereaved spouse or civil partner of a member of the Armed Forces
leaving Services Family Accommodation following the death of their spouse
or partner;
Homeless applicants where we have accepted the full rehousing duty to
secure accommodation under part 7 of the Housing Act 1996 and who have
been placed by the District Council in nightly paid accommodation for a
period of at least 6 months (or other period that may be set by the District
Council) and where no suitable accommodation (including private sector
accommodation) has been identified by the Accommodation Team during
this period in order to discharge the council’s homelessness duty;
An applicant who is being made redundant from, or is retiring from, a job
that includes tied accommodation and their departure from the job means
they are required to give up their tenancy.

Band B
Applicants in Band B have a high priority but are still likely to have to wait some
time to be re-housed. Alternative housing options should therefore discussed with
the Housing Advice Team.
This band includes the following:


Homeless applicants where we have accepted the full rehousing duty to
secure accommodation under part 7 of the Housing Act 1996 and they have
the following additional needs:
 Long-term health conditions that are unlikely to improve as assessed
by the Housing Register Panel,
 Households where there is a need to place them in Sevenoaks due to
Child Protection Plans under Children Act 1989,
 Households with children who have an Educational Health and Care
Plan;



Homeless applicants where we have accepted the full rehousing duty to
secure accommodation under part 7 of the Housing Act 1996 and who have
been placed in temporary accommodation other than nightly paid
accommodation, for a period of at least 6 months (or other period that may
be set by the District Council) and where no suitable accommodation
(including private sector accommodation) has been identified by the
Accommodation Team during this period in order to discharge the council’s
homelessness duty;



Homeless applicants where we have accepted the full rehousing duty to
secure accommodation under part 7 of the Housing Act 1996 and this duty
has been in existence for a period of at least 12 months (or other period
that may be set by the District Council), who have not been placed by the
District Council in any form of temporary accommodation, and where no
suitable accommodation (including private sector accommodation) has been
identified by the Accommodation Team during this period in order to
discharge the council’s homelessness duty;



Where an applicant or a member of their household has a high medical
condition and the current home is not suitable for their medical needs or is
not capable of being adapted to be able to meet these needs (such
suitability/capability is as assessed by KCC Occupational Therapy and/or the
District Council’s Private Sector Housing Team);



Where the Private Sector Housing Team have assessed that there are one or
more Category 1 hazards (as assessed under the Housing Health and Safety
Rating Scheme) which are having a negative impact on the medical,
disability or welfare needs of a member of the household and remedial
action is considered unreasonable or impractical for cost or other reasons;
Applicants living in supported housing schemes within the District (or
temporarily displaced to a supported housing scheme in another borough or
district) who have been assessed as ready to move on into independent
living;
Young people (16 – 25 year olds) in care accommodation and considered
ready to move out of care by KCC Social Services;
Young people (16 -17 year olds) who are threatened with homelessness.






Band C
Applicants in Band C can expect to wait a long time to be re-housed. They should
proactively look at other housing options to resolve their housing difficulties;






Homeless applicants where we have accepted the full rehousing duty to
secure accommodation under part 7 of the Housing Act 1996 but who are
not assessed as having additional needs;
Applicants who have been assessed as requiring another bedroom(s) to meet
the needs of their household and are classed as statutory overcrowded;
Verified rough sleepers who have a local connection to Sevenoaks;
Where an applicant or a member of their household has a medical condition
(“other condition”) and the current home is not suitable for their medical
needs or is not capable of being adapted to be able to meet these needs
(such suitability/capability is as assessed by KCC Occupational Therapy
and/or the District Council’s Private Sector Housing Team);





Households where one or more members are awarded a priority on medical,
disability or welfare grounds, as the current housing conditions are having a
negative impact on the medical, disability or welfare needs of a member of
the household This includes where care is given or received;
Tenants occupying HM Forces service family accommodation who are
threatened with homelessness because they have been served with a valid
notice to vacate their tenancy (usually at least three months). NB. this Band
level is under review to ensure it fully complies with the Sevenoaks District
Armed Forces Community Covenant

Band D
Applicants in Band D can expect to wait a very long time to be re-housed, unless
they are applying for older person’s accommodation. They may wish to look at
other housing options to resolve their housing difficulties;


Homeless applicants who have a housing need but where we do not owe a
duty to secure accommodation, such as: non-priority homeless households or
 households assessed as having become homeless intentionally;



Applicants who meet none of the criteria in Bands A –D above, but are
eligible, only, to be considered for properties on rural exception sites or
accommodation in rural parishes where local needs housing nomination
arrangements have been agreed by the Council;
Explanatory note: Applicants will only be eligible to bid for the above
categories of rural housing and then only for vacancies that arise in their
local parish/parishes. They will not be eligible to bid for any other social
housing. Their inclusion on the Housing Register means the District Council
does not need to hold a separate register for local needs rural housing. We
know that applicants and Providers, as well as our own Housing staff, value
the benefit and fairness of a single point of application for social housing.



Applicants assessed as needing designated older persons’ housing who are
not currently residing in such accommodation and who may, or may not
have, a local connection to Sevenoaks District.
Explanatory note: A local connection is not necessarily required for
designated older persons’ housing. This is to ensure there is a ready pool
of eligible applicants for whenever vacancies arise. Traditionally,
vacancies occur more frequently in older persons’ housing and lettings tend
to take longer. Wherever possible, the District Council wants to ensure
vacant homes are re-let as quickly as possible, as this makes the most
efficient use of the social housing stock.

