LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES – 28TH JUNE 2018
Cllr Anna Firth, Cabinet member for Legal & Democratic Services
Affordable Housing Company
Folllowing a further meeting on the 5th April 2018 with officers, the Leader, the Cabinet
member for Finance and the Cabinet member for Housing & Health, a decision was
taken that an affordable housing company appears to be a viable proposition for the
Council. Consequently, Quercus Housing Limited (QH) was incorporated on the 13th
April 2018.
At the same meeting, in order to contain costs and given the relevant experience of
the Quercus 7 Board, it was decided to keep the Board of Directors the same and the
two non-executive directors have agreed to sit also on the Board of QH. The first
Executive Board meeting is scheduled for July and to-date all the costs of set up have
been met from existing budgets. The next thing is the creation of a business plan.
Four possible projects have already been identified for QH to consider. The
governance arrangements, as can be seen from the committee papers, are broadly
the same as for Quercus 7, save that the company will report to Cabinet sitting as a
guarantor board not a trading board.
Licensing
The licensing partnership continues to perform well and an exploratory meeting is
taking place next week regarding the possibility of the London Borough of Bromley
joining the Licensing Partnership. Watch this space!
Member Training
Eight of the twelve requested member training sessions have now been delivered
leaving only four sessions left in September, October and November. I hope very
much that members have found the sessions useful as they have required a lot of
extra time and work on behalf of officers and democratic services. The next training
session is on 20th September 2018 on the Council’s IT services. Please try and
support these sessions as they were asked for by Members and are being provided
by Officers out of their own time.
Equalities
17th May 2018 saw the launch of the third Every Step Counts, well-being walk in
Swanley Park supported by the Chairman, Swanley Town Council and former BBC
newsreader, Peter Sissons. These free, weekly walks are aimed at those for whom
our normal health walks are inaccessible either through age, terrain, lack of fitness or
illness. The next two walks will start in Brasted and Chevening on Monday, 9th July
and Thursday, 19th July respectively and walk leaders will be trained next month for
walks in Riverhead and Sevenoaks. The aim is to have a gentle, well-being walk
available every day of the week in this District by the end of the year as per the
additional Equalities actions we decided upon this time last year.
Brexit

We remain no clearer on the terms of eventual trade that are so necessary for our
local businesses to plan ahead. In March I wrote to the Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government regarding the impact of exiting the EU on
Sevenoaks District and our proposed solutions. We have also submitted written
evidence to the Housing, Communities and Local Government Select Committee
inquiry into the effect of Brexit on local government. The Secretary of State’s reply
whilst polite is not terribly helpful.
Legal / GDPR
The General Data Protection Regulation came into force on the 25th May 2018 with no
ill effects. Data audits were completed on time and privacy notices, contracts, data
sharing agreements and relevant policies are now on the Council’s website. Our new
Trainee Solicitor, Farah Mahomed, is doing well supporting the legal team but,
unfortunately, Kate Jardine, our planning solicitor, who only joined the Council as a
full-time employee a few months ago, is leaving to join a private firm nearer to her
home. The legal team continue to be very busy supporting many aspects of the
Council’s work and a table of legal work and successes is appended to this report.
Quercus 7
Work is continuing on a number of sites which matches the investment criteria and a
number of offers have already being made. Hopefully an offer will be accepted soon
enabling Quercus 7 to generating investment come for the Council.
Democratic services / Chairman
The democratic services team continue to support the many Council committees as
well as the Chairman’s diary. George Lewis has returned to democratic services to
provide maternity cover.
Elections
The elections team are working very hard on the annual electoral registration process.
Evidence suggests that people who vote as young adults are likely to vote for the
rest of their lives which is why we are rolling out a series of ‘Democracy Roadshows’
as part of National Democracy week starting on Monday, 2nd July at Orchard
Academy, Swanley, then Trinity School on Friday, 6th July and, finally, Knole
Academy on 16th July. The Cabinet office are paying particular interest to what we
are doing and are even sending 2 officials along to watch/take part so we strongly
suspect we are leading the way! At our invitation, Sir Michael Fallon MP is coming to
all three Schools along with the Chairman, the Elections team and a team of local
councillors to help deliver a programme of activities to encourage more people,
especially first time voters to take part in our democracy. The elections team will be
out visiting local care homes so that older residents also have the opportunity to
register to vote.

